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As part of the Thesis Defense, doctoral candidates usually have to give a 

presentation, in which they explain the main points of their research 

project.  

This is followed by a discussion with the members of the examination 

board. The aim of the course is to prepare the participants as well as 

possible for this situation. On the first day, participants will receive useful 

tips for their presentation. The focus is on the sensible structure of the 

presentation and the development of the central arguments. On the typical 

problems that may arise in the subsequent discussion, e.g.: How do I 

respond to criticism and "killer questions”? What strategies can I use to 

deal with difficult questions?  

Finally, participants who are about to defend their doctoral thesis will be 

given the opportunity to practise their presentation and simulate the 

disputation. 

In this workshop, you will … 

 learn how to go into your thesis defense well prepared and self-

confident. 

 practise giving a convincing and well-structured presentation. 

 be prepared for reacting confidently to difficult questions and 

objections. 

 become familiar with the general conditions of the disputation. 

Coach 

Dr Malte Engel studied philosophy, psychology and English literature. 

From 2007 to 2010, he completed his doctorate at the Chair of Ethics at 

the Humboldt University of Berlin with a scholarship from the Berlin School 

of Mind and Brain. The dissertation was published in 2011 with the title 

"Kognitive Fähigkeiten als Bedingung moralischer Verantwortung" by 

Königshausen und Neumann in Würzburg. He has several years of 

teaching experience in academic and non-academic settings. He has 

been teaching courses on correct argumentation since the beginning of 

2012. In 2014, he trained as a trainer and was certified by the Federal 

Association of Certified Trainers and Business Coaches (BZTB).  

https://argumentationskompetenz.de 

When and Where 

Online-Workshop 

18 + 19 January 2024 

9:00 – 14:00 + 9:00 – 17:00 


